. Programs mclude

minimalism and works

by local composers.
" By SCOTT CANTRELL
C{assml Musvc Ecﬁtor

It was one of the most aus;mlous
_debuts of 1994: the first season'of
NewEar, a Kansas Crty»based con-
temporary-music oooperauve
NewEar will open its second sea-

son with a concert at 3 p.m. Sunday -

—-and four others will follow: And
the concerts —all'at 3 pm. at St.
Mary’s Episcopal Church, 13th and
Holmes streets — promise no short-
.age of stimulation.

The opening concert, titled “The
Minimal Touch,” will explore the in-
fluence of mm;mahsm, with its hyp-

noti¢, repetitive rhythins and simpli- -

fied harmonic schemes. By design, -
the program is. avoiding the pre-

- dictable names of Ph}hp Glass; Steve:

‘Reich and Terry Riley — Iatgely be-

cause NewEar’s musicians aren’tess

i \pemaﬂyfendofplaymgmzdlass
’mmk@pmaﬁmmm .

So Sunday’s concert wxﬁexplore

for soprano saxophone, clarinets, -
percussion, piano, synthesizer and -
narrator. Composed in 1991, it in-
oorporalses the composer’ s own poet-

“Its very confident, very ca]m, ¥
nondramatic,” says NewEar clar-
inetist Tom Aber. “It’s very sooth-
ing, and has the kind of open; al-
most static harmonies that were
popular in minimalism.” -

according to Aber, is “Time Se--
quence;” by the Japanese composer
Toshi Ichiyanagi. ,

“This is very frantic, energeﬂc
toric — like a computer gone crg

ism was gettmg started in A
“Music for Carillon,” No. 4

late John Cage, is mlmmalls ; &

in the sense that i 1tsnon ¥

constellations, and used that to de-
“termiine where the notes would be.”

Rounding out the: program wﬂl be
. “works by two local composers:

Theee Picces for clarinet and violin ’

by Merton Shatzkin, professor of

1nnmcatﬂ1eUMKCCoaservatory
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&.

by the ;

an lectlc mix

,Phantom,”by Harold Budd, scored

of Music; and “Ov;posxtor.,” by Phil

-‘DeWalt, who holds two degrees
“- from the Conservatory.

Néxt on the NewEar schedule i isa
Feb. 26 program called “Sound &
Word,” exploring different ways.to
line words and music. “Dwight
Frizzell is creating a sort of catalog
of soundsin Mary Shelley’s

_ Frankenstein,” Aber says. “In anoth-
- er piece we'll use Martin Luther
T vags famous ‘Ihaveadream
At the other end of the spectrum &

A March 19 program; “New Eye, \

New Ear,” will explore connections. .

including the participation of local

artist Rita Blitt. Then, on April 2, ,
NewEar will host Synchronia, a'sim+
.. ilar ensemble based in St. Louis/anﬁ
-_now in its 10th season.

Rounding out the series wﬂl bean
April 30 “Eccentric S " pro-
tial aspects of
y music with pieces by
yoergy Ligeti, Iannis Xenakis and
Pat Conway.

Season tickets for all five concerts

- cost $34. Individual tickets cost $8 in
advance, or $10 at the door; student

tickets cost $6: For information, call

235-2700. .
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