


Blitt said she has been inspired by artists near (the late Kansas City watercolorist Frank
;"James) and far (mob;le master Alexander Calder) to pursue her artwork VIrtuaIIy every day

"_':One of Blrtts most popular works as noted in the alumm magazme artacle :s surely the
._j-poster she. created for the STOP Vrolence Coalittoo lllustratmg the phrase she comed' o
= Klndness IS Contaglous Catch Itl” . L , -

";Usmg her artwork in thrs way is part of Blltt’s sprrltual belref system In fact she sard she :s
;_;contempfatmg a plan to give away more of her works to not for proﬂt entttles -

She and her husband deve!oper Irwm Blltt have generously supported many local charltles .
_including some that have benefited UMKC and its Conservatory of Music. Lately, they made a
lead gift to help establish the Blitt Family Creative Arts Center at the new homeiess teen '
'fshelter north of the rrver operated by Synergy Serv:ces . , o . :

'Blltt S next area show opens Sept 11 at the Lawrence Kan., Arts Center It's her traveltng
~exhibit, “Fear of War, Courage to Hope Whlle Dancing.” It was inspired by the first Iraq War
in 1991 she said but seems relevant in a nation stlll embroned m overseas confl;cts

--:Pau! Levy . ' .
- While fighting mulhple sclerosis, Paul Levy, a 19?‘1 UMKC grad became a powerful force in
.-:mprovmg the lives of people with dlsabihtles . :

; Levy S f!rst career was in the fleld of newspapers magazines and advertlsmg However
_according to an article in the UMKC Alumni Association’s Perspectives magazine, “his legacy
lives on in his efforts to help others. Levy helped make UMKC facilities and programs
accessible to current and future students and he worked to ;mprove transportabon -
'throughout Kansas C;ty i : - ;

Levy, who died in November at age 63 founded The Whole Person Center for Independent
Living, an organization that helps peopie with disabilities live productive, mdependentllves

and Andrew’s Way Transitional Housing for people with mental iliness. He also helped launch
the Rehabilitation Institute’s Independent Living Services program, served as d|rector of the
Coalition for Independence and used a grant to establlsh trammg programs for m home care
-_'provrders . . L . : :

'An avnd wrfter Levy authored the book “Rlsmg up, Fallmg, Then Rrsmg H|gher - plus -
‘-hundreds of arttcles for reglonal and national newspapers and magazmes . o

jThe alumm assocaatton notes that Levy recerved the Dorothy Davrs Cltrzen Award from the :
Kansas City Consensus group, the Distinguished Service Award from the Missouri Governors '
- Committee on Employment of People with Disabilities and the Natlonal Multlple Sclerosrs

. Achlevement Award. But those are JUSt some. hlghllghts ' - -

' “If you could see the walls of his office, they are completely covered in honorary plaques 7
Paul Levy’s widow, Marianne Levy, said this week. She said Paul Levy “would be apprecratlve”
| of recervmg thlS Iatest award, were he alive today, “but he wouldn’t be blown away by rt e

Marianne Levy said she plans to attend the awards luncheon with her sons, Peter and
Stephen Krufl . : o .






