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- Rita Blltt began her love affair wrth art when at ages 10 and 11 she won sc:holarshlps to
take Saturday classes at the Kansas City Art Institute. Years later she returned to KCAI to

_'take post-graduate courses with pamtmg professor thbur Nlewald whom she descrzbed as

' 1nﬂuentlal m my Itfes work 5 : .. e :

'1' "He contmuously talked about how one shape relates to anot‘her in a composrtlon,“ Blltt sald
'The repetltlon of this concept puzzled me until one day, when drzvmg down the sliect |
‘became very excited by the sight of junk in the truck ahead of me. I saw a shovel, a broom
and other assorted objects as shapes in a composrtlon It opened my eyes to suddenly see
the world as art : : _ : -

_-It Was then that Blltt "gave herself permlssaon" to devote her life to creatmg arl: wh:le also .
hopmg that she could somehow. contnbute to the world through ner art

Many years later, Blitt has more than accomplished the goal she set out for herself An
award-winning painter, sculptor and filmmaker, she is known mternatlonally with work in
public and private collections in Australia, Germany, Italy, Israel, Japan, Singapore, Taiwan,
Uganda and the United States. Yet, Blitt always remembers to give back,donating extensive
collections of work to schools, hosp:tals and other institutions needing creativity to enhance
their environment. Most recently, Blitt donated 28 works on paper to help raise funds for the
schools of the Nyaka AIDS Orphans Project in Uganda, and last year she gave a permanent
exhibition of pastels, plus two canvases and a prmt to the hospttal at the Umvers:ty of
Calll‘orn:a San Francisco. :

One of her proudest accomplishments is rising to a challenge issued by Beth Smlth professor
of nonprof;t leadershlp and management at UMKC.

“Beth came to me and asked me to create somethmg that could be sent all over to help
make the world a better place. I was honored but overwhelmed by the task. One day a few -
years later, as I was looking at bumper stickers, the words, ’Klndness |s contagrous Catch ;tf‘ 5
came into my mand and I knew that was it," Blitt said. - ; -

The “Kmdness is contaglous" concept led to the creation of kindness programs sponsored by
Synergy Services. Each year, awards that Blitt creates are given to the Kindest Kansas
Citians. Additionally, the kindest local school is honored with her namesake award. The Rita
Blitt Award recognizes outstanding achievements by area schools to foster kindness and
eliminate bullying. Blitt took the kindness campaign to the international level by presenting
kindness posters that she created to all the member countries of the United Nations as well
as creatlng a sculpture to thank Norway for bringlng Israel and Palestme together in peace -
talks. : : _ _ :

Always yearning to create Blitt contmues to make and eXthlt work. Her travellng exhrbltion '
"Courage to Hope .. While Dancing,” which includes drawings, paintings and sculpture, is on
view through Oct. 9 at the Lawrence Art Center in Kansas She also W|ll have a painting and






