Passmnate Gestures. Pamtmg and Sculpture by R:ta BI;tt

By Mlcheie Mchre Curator of V!SUB! Arts
---Walton Arts Center

.Curvmg !mes sweep across canvases masemte and paper, and undulate through bronze
aluminum, wood and steel in a spontaneous flow of movement. The e!egantly rendered
“artwork of mternationally recognized artist tha Blitt radiates with energy and joy. In an |
- artistic career that spans more than 60 years, Blitt has been affected by nature, dance, musm
‘and Zen influences. Her abstract expressmmst style offers the freedem to express oneself
wrthout restnctlons . : : : .

. The many medla mcorporated into her artwork reflect the mastery of Bhtt's formatlve process
and artistic touch The majority of her work begins with both hands moving s;multaneous!y in
_a gestural motion to capture her passionate response. The drawn gesture journeys from '
~material to material, maintaining a powerful connectedness that translates beautifully in both
- a two-dimensional and three-dimensional format. Sculptural concept drawmgs spatially ;
transform into their three-dimensional shape. Each rendered sculpture becomes diverse as
the size and medium change, yet all maintain the rhythmic movement that ortgmated in its
drawn form. Black lines and luminous color dance from paper, masonite and canvas,
gracefully illuminating Blitt's visualization of literary, dance and musical inspirations. \Nhen :
 describing her creative process Blitt has said, "It is a magic moment when that line comes
out of my hand or two hands s;mu!taneously I feel like Im dancing... : :

As she captures each form's choreography, Blitt delves rnto her inner thoughts W:th eyes -
closed and arms moving, the artist discovers a wondrous spirit that translates into notions of
optlmism and joie de vive. With each mark made, Blitt builds form and space rhythmically.
The graceful expression of natural movement and sound engenders concepts of peace as the
cyciscal marks interact harmonlously

f--B!ltt's creatwrty saw an early deveiopment in Kansas City, Massourt at the age of ten when .
_'she received a scholarship to attend Saturday classes at the Kansas Clty Art Institute. Prior to
receiving her Bachelor of Arts from the University of Missouri at Kansas City, Blitt stuciled oy
‘two years at the University of Illinois at Urbana- -Champaign. As a post graduate, Blitt again
_'attended class at the Kansas City Art Institute. Her work is collected internationally including
public mstallat:ons and museum and prsvate collections in Austraha Germany, Israei Japan
.--S:ngapore Ta;wan and throughout the United States = . e :



